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What is the genre of this story? What led you to this conclusion?
The story about Arachne belongs to the mythology genre. The genre of mythology is always depicted with the concept of deities and mortal beings. The tale illustrates Athena as a deity with significant influence and power and Arachne as a mortal.
What is your initial impression of this story? Did the story end the way you thought it would?
I was first intrigued by the utter disregard for the deities by the talented Arachne. Her talent attracted attention from the nymphs, who at the time were regarded as master determinants of art pieces, and Athena, the goddess of the skill of weaving. The story’s ending is not shocking but expected. For one, deities in Greek Mythologies were differentiated from mortals by their prowess in specific skills and influence in natural phenomena. As such, deities felt challenge from mortals disgracing and more often sought to destroy such rivals. Another mitigating factor to this expectation is that in those myths, Athena is portrayed as a very jealous deity who destroyed mortals and even cities because of such.
Does your first impression change between your reading of the beginning and end? Why or why not?
My first impression was the level of skill portrayed by Arachne. This impression does not change throughout the entire tale. Her confidence in her skill is the reason she challenges a deity to a duel. Her confidence in her skill also inhibits her from being humble by being arrogant in her portrayal of the deities full of weaknesses and fears. Another reason Athena may have cursed Arachne beside her disregard for the deities and their influence would be the fact that she won the due and her weaving was more skillful. This conclusion can be arrived at by the fact the deity even after cursing her allowed her to spin forever. The level of skill portrayed by Arachne does not change all through till the end.
Which character in the story do you identify with the most? Why?
I identify with the character Arachne. She is an underdog in a duel with mighty deities with great influence in a lot of aspect. The chances of her victory against her opponent are high, but challenging Athena presents as a risk to herself. In today society, the value of the product delivered by an underdog is still under the influence and speculation of the mightier forces in play, and in some situations the former and his skill disappear under the influence of the latter. I resonate with Athena because my attempts at showing my skills have often led me to worse positions than when I started out. 
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